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many cases of favus of the glabrous skin, the Favus Tierpeticus of 
Quincke, caused by the dermatophyte Achorion quinckeanum. It 
may be emphasized that this fungus is quite distinct from that 
typical of human favus, the Achorion Schbnleinii. 

A study, made at the Hygienic Laboratory of the United States 
Public Health Service, of samples of wheat and of several mouse 
skins collected in Australia proved negative. The descriptions and 
figures presented by Australian physicians, however, leave no ques- 
tion that the disease present in Australia is favus. 

It is not improbable that there may be an occasional appearance 
of mouse favus, or rather Favus herpeticus, among those handling the 
imported wheat. The possibility that the spores may be present in 
flour and cause infection in bakers is very remote and probably 
negligible. 

The disease in man develops clinically much as Herpes tonsurans, 
but in most cases well developed cup-shaped crusts or scutula appear 
near the center of the lesion. The infection in man is usually not 
serious, yielding readily to treatment, and far more readily cured 
than the Favus vulgaris of the scalp. 

There are apparently no reports of cases in the United States in 
recent years. 

It is not probable that the danger from infection through importa- 
tion of Australian wheat is sufficiently great to warrant any inter- 
ference with, certainly not to warrant the exclusion of, the grain. 



THE NOTIFIABLE DISEASES. 
PREVALENCE DURING 1917 IN STATES. 

ANTHRAX, CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS, DIPHTHERIA, MALARIA, MEASLES, POLIO- 
MYELITIS, RABIKS IN MAN, ROCKY MOUNTAIN SPOTTED FEVER, SCARLET FEVER, SEP- 
TIC SORE THROAT, SMALLPOX, TUBERCULOSIS (PULMONARY AND ALL FORMS), 
TYPHOID FEVER, AND TYPHUS FEVER CASES, AND DEATHS REPORTED, 1917; 
AVERAGE NUMBER OF CASES REPORTED DURING RECENT YEARS (1912 to 1916); CASE 
RATES, FATALITY AND MORTALITY RATES, 1917. 

The tables which appear on the following pages have been compiled 
from data furnished by the health officers of the several States in 
response to requests from the United States Public Health Service. 

Thirty-six States, Hawaii, Porto Rico, and the District of Columbia 
filled out and returned the schedules, viz: Alabama, Arkansas, 
California, Colorado, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Hawaii, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, Nevada, New 
Jersey, New York. North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Penn- 
sylvania, Porto Rico, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, Wyoming. 

The populations used in computing the case rates and death rates 
were those estimated by the Bureau of the Census as of July 1, 1917, 
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except for the population of Iowa. For this State the population in 
1910, as ascertained by the census of that year, was used, as no 
estimate for 1917 was available. 

The averages for preceding years were obtained by adding together 
the figures for the years 1912, 1913, 1914, 1915, and 1916 and dividing 
the sum by 5. Data for the full five years were not available for 
some of the States. The column headed "Averages are for — " 
shows the number of years for which the figures were obtainable. In 
all instances the average figures are for years between 1912 and 1916, 
inclusive. 

In comparing the figures for 1917 with the averages for preceding 
years, it should be borne in mind that an increase in the number of 
cases reported may indicate that there were more cases of the 
particular disease in the State during 1917, or it may indicate that 
the cases were better reported by the physicians. 

A relatively large number of reported cases of a communicable dis- 
ease, as indicated by a high case rate (and more especially when accom- 
panied by a relatively small number of deaths, as indicated by a low 
fatality rate), usually means that the health department of that State 
is active and that the cases of the disease are being well reported by 
the practicing physicians. It does not necessarily mean that the 
disease is more prevalent in that State than in other States. A high 
fatality rate may mean that the disease was unusually virulent in a 
State, that the physicians did not treat the disease in that State with 
the success usual elsewhere, or that the practicing physicians did not 
report all of their cases. On the other hand, an unusually low 
fatality rate may be due to the fact that the disease in the State was 
unusually mild, that the plrysicians treated it with unusual success, 
that the practicing physicians reported their cases satisfactorily, or 
that the registration of death was incomplete, or the assignment of 
the causes of death inaccurate. 



BABIES IN MAN. 

Cases and Deaths, 1917. 



State. 


Estimated 
population. 
July 1, 1917. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 
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